Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ATHENS 07164 181616Z 
43 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EURE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 

INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-15 AID-05 SAM-01 /075 W 

022820 

P 181447Z SEP 75 
FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 528 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY RME 
AMCONSUL STRASBOURG 
AMCONSUL THESSALONIKI 

UNCLAS ATHENS 7164 

EO 11652 NA 
TAGS COE, CY 

SUBJ: POLITICAL COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL OF EUROPE MEETS IN ATHENS; 
SUPPORTS DIRECT TALKS FOR CYPRUS SETTLEMENT 

1. THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE MET IN 
ATHENS EARLIER THIS WEEK. ON SEPT 16, SOME OF ITS MEMBERS 
HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE. THE COMMITTEE PRESIDENT, ITALIAN 
SENATOR VEDOVATO, EXPLAINED THE FUNCTION OF THE 
COMMITTEE AND EXPRESSED THE PLEASURE OF ITS MEMBERS THAT 
THE MEETING COULD BE HELD IN GREECE, ONCE AGAIN FREE AND 
UNDER A DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT. HE NOTED THAT THE COMMITTEE 
WOULD ESTABLISH A EUROPEAN POLITICAL CENTER AT DELPHI 
WHICH WOULD HAVE THE FULL SUPPORT OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE. 

2. IN RESPEONSE TO A JOURNALIST S QUERY REGARDING CYPRUS, 
ANOTHER COMMITTEE MEMBER ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE SUBJECT 
HAD BEEN DISCUSSED BY THE COMMITTEE DURING ITS DELIBERATIONS. 
NOTING THE COMMITTEE HAD EXPRESSED CONCERN AT THE IMPASSE 
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THE MEMBERS HOPED FOR A SETTLEMENT RESULTING FROM DIRECT 
TALKS BETWEEN THE TWO CYPRIOT PARTIES. ALSO MENTIONED WAS 
THAT THE COMMITTEE HAD CREATED A SUBGROUP TO LOOK INTO 
THE CYPRUS SITUATION AND THAT ITS MEMBERS HAD ALREADY 
BEEN TO THAT TROUBLED ISLAND. 

3. ON A RELATED THEME, A SIX-MEMBER DELEGATION OF BRITISH 
PARLIMENTARI AN S . RECENTLY IN CYPRUS, IS STOPPING OVER 

IN ATHENS ON THEIR RETURN TRIP TO MEET WITH FOREIGN MINISTER 
BITSIOS, OTHER GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. AS WELL AS OPPOSITION 
LEADER GEORGE MAVROS. 

4. FACED WITH COMPETITION FROM THE IMMINENT ARRIVAL 
OF FRENCH PRESIDENT GISCARD D'ESTAING. MEITHER OF THE 
ABOVE EVENTS CAUSED MUCH OF A FANFARE IN THE GREEK PRESS. 
KUBISCH 
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